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has done much the most to make these results visible
to all. A foreign diplomat in Moscow, clearly not over-
friendly to communism, speaking of the Plan, remarked :
" They have won all along the line."
This was a time of all-important government meetings,
and the motto was everywhere displayed that the New
Year must lead to new triumphs. The hotel in which
I stayed seemed at times to be filled with delegations
from the country, for instance from the collective
farms, which were received in the Kremlin and came
back "-obviously stimulated by the encouragement which
had been given them. In contrasting with Russia of
the past, I could not fail to notice a new and much more
purposeful look on the faces, not only of those in some
position of authority, but of the ordinary inhabitants.
That is something which one only too often missed in
the past. I might add that all the old signs of pauperism
in Moscow—often so obtrusive, as, for instance, the
distorted and misshapen limbs that were stretched out to
one by the beggars lying at the gates of churches—have
disappeared altogether. Neither did one see any signs
of the great epidemic of waifs and strays- which was at
a given time one of the most serious embarrassments
of the Communist Government. These had vanished
from the streets altogether, and what had been done with
them I was to see later.
Let us take it, then, that there is no doubt, as far as
Moscow is concerned, that a definite stage of achieve-
ment and prosperity has been reached. One would
have to know a great deal more of the life of tfce country
as a whole to be able to define to what extent one can
discount future interruptions or reverses of tjj$ prosperity;

